[Determination of zinc, copper, iron and zinc/copper ratio in the hair of active pulmonary tuberculosis patients].
The determination of zinc (Zn), copper (Cu), iron (Fe) and zinc/copper ratio (Zn/Cu) in hair in 70 active pulmonary tuberculosis and 51 healthy individuals were reported. The Zn and Zn/Cu in hair of patients with pulmonary tuberculosis, in cases with cavities or noncavities and in cases with smear positive or negative sputum were lower than that of healthy individuals (P less than 0.01). But there was no difference in the hair Fe between the patients and healthy individuals.